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My name is Sheryl Goatman and I speak on behalf of the Township of Lara Care Group and the residents of Lara. My family also live opposite Serendip Sanctuary on rural land.  My husband’s family have lived in Lara since 1965. 
The TLC Group are a non political non profit group of residents who  aspire to:
· Care for our environment 
· To protect Serendip Sanctuary, You Yangs Regional Park, Limeburners Bay and wildlife corridors;
· To protect the waterways of Serendip Creek, Hovells Creek, Ramsar.wetlands at Limeburners Bay and Avalon from any threat and/or unsuitable development along the watercourse;
· To protect the township of Lara  and  St Laurence Park from any likelihood of downstream flooding as a result of any unsuitable development, particularly in flood prone zones;
· To create awareness to the greater community for the balance of infrastructure versus development
· To protect the health and safety of all residents to ensure that fire prone areas are not unsuitably developed
· To continue with the Serendip Creek Public Reserve/ Adopt a Park project in partnership with the City of Greater Geelong, attending to ongoing revegetation, maintenance and education programs to createawareness of indigenous flora and fauna.
 
We have been actively involved in protecting Serendip Sanctuary from residential development for the last 7 years. We thank you for the opportunity to listen to our concerns that we have for not only our home but for the wildlife for whom we speak. We would also like to thank the City of Greater Geelong who are fully supportive of our concerns in preserving and protecting our rural land and Serendip Sanctuary from inappropriate development.
 It must be said that the residents of Lara are not against development in this region. We endorse rural development that is in keeping with the natural environment and retains the integrity of the land. This minimizes the impact upon Serendip Sanctuary and the threat of further downstream flooding upon the township of Lara and the very real danger of fire threat as the past has shown.  It protects the children from further threat of increased  traffic  as at present the situation as it is is one of highest congestion due to Lara Primary School and the Secondary College having both some of the largest student populations in the region.
This is our story.
If I may start from the beginning I will touch upon the outcomes from the previous panel hearing which may answer some of the questions to how outcomes were made.
As part of the previous Directions Hearing instructions held on 29 January 2007 the Panel Chair, Nick Winbush specifically requested that DSE provide an additional written or verbal submission to the Panel clarifying whether it supports the retention of the entire Rural Living Zone south of Windermere Road or a proportion adjacent to the Sanctuary and also sought clarification of a 200 metre buffer as mentioned in some submissions and the Woods report.
This was also supported by Ian McCartney, City of Greater Geelong Planning Department.
The Woods report was organised by previous management of Serendip Sanctuary due to the incomplete and questionable nature of the statistics referenced in the Biosis Report that was paid for and submitted by the proponent for the previous Panel Hearing in March 2007.
The Biosis Report was updated and resubmitted for this present Panel Hearing. The TLC Group highlighted concerns to the City of Greater Geelong of discrepancies and the outdated nature in Biosis Report. City of Greater Geelong requested the proponent submit another environmental study, this was prepared by Ecology Australia.
D.S.E neglected to appear and represent Serendip Sanctuary at the Panel Hearing. 
The Woods Report was not presented accordingly.
We will be referring to the Woods Report. You will find a copy attached  that you can refer to.
WOODS REPORT
The Woods Report that we refer to was prepared for Parks Victoria by WBM Engineering and Environmental Consultants.
Title – Review of the Impacts of Increased Urban Land Use on Birdlife at Serendip Sanctuary.
The Project Manager and Author – Kevin Wood
The report describes the potential impacts on birdlife at Serendip Sanctuary of increased urban use of Rural Living Zone land adjacent to the Southern Boundary of the Sanctuary.
Woods Report is an independent, unbiased report designed to give a whole and factual picture of impact on the flora and fauna of the Sanctuary. It clearly demonstrates the scenario of Rural Living Zone (RLZ) compared to Residential 1 Zoning (R1Z). In particular on birdlife habitat  values and bird populations of Serendip Sanctuary. 
It achieved this by assessing data to substantiate the impact by the proposed development, review of literature and field inspections. It also reviewed the Biosis Report.
· It is worthy to note that D.S.E have not resubmitted or referred to the Woods Report for this present Panel Hearing.

· It is also worth noting that the Ecology Environmental Study does not use the Woods Report as a tool of reference yet it was prepared for Parks Victoria.
Both of these occurrences highlight inconsistencies and bias in the presentation of factual evidence and likely impacts on the wildlife at Serendip Sanctuary.
Existing Conditions:
Refer to the map
Land to the east and immediately adjacent to Serendip adjoining Flinders Avenue is RLZ. These are mostly 2 hectare lots, essentially domestic and self employed business/nurseries.
To the south of the Sanctuary on the other side of Windermere Road the land is also RLZ part of which has been subdivided into smaller allotments 1 hectare + to larger acreage holdings.
The Serendip Creek Reserve is an Urban Floodway Zone(U.F.Z) which covers the Creek and extending floodplain. Further south to this is the Lara Township.
The rural land is a buffer to residential housing and to the Sanctuary.
North and West of Serendip the land zoning is Rural Use. This farmland extends for many kilometres. There are some smaller allotments opposite Serendip  but the land is generally used for grazing.
The You Yangs Regional Park lies approximately 3 kilometres to the north of Serendip. Limeburners Bay and the mouth of Hovells Creek approximately 10 kilometres to the south.
Serendip is part of the flat basalt plains, part of the Victorian Volcanic Plain Region with Hovells Creek to the west.
Hovells Creek drains the Brisbane Ranges, the You Yangs and surrounding plains then passes through the heart of Lara Township and St Laurence Park. It then discharges in to Limeburners Bay which is of environmental significance being a RAMSAR SITE.
A tributary of Hovells Creek, Winter Creek flows in to Serendip and feeds Lake Serendip. This then links to Serendip Creek that flows in to Hovells Creek and so on.
On the other side of Serendip Creek to Forest Road North and beyond there is land that has also had a submission by TGM to rezone RLZ to R1 zoning. The land consists mainly of 1 hectare and 2 hectare lots. This we will also cover further in our presentation. 
This provides an amiable fit since the area acts an “overspill’ for wildlife from Serendip Sanctuary and You Yangs Regional Park, thus retaining a crucial rural buffer around not only the Sanctuary and Regional Park but also around the Township of Lara. 
In summary, Serendip is surrounded and “buffered” with rural land on all sides of its boundary.
This land and linkage is noted as a “wildlife corridor”. Wildlife, especially Eastern Grey kangaroos and birdlife are seen by all residents and visitors alike to “spill” from the Sanctuary. Mobs of kangaroos can be seen by locals travelling from You Yangs, Serendip, along Hovells Creek, Flinders Avenue, Forest Road North close to the township to source food and water. This has been evident and worsened over the last 7 years due to the extremities of drought and climate change.
Two development scenarios have been considered in this report:
 The original 18.7 ha proposed Sanctuary Views Estate from 2006 Lara Structure Plan and the now relevant 36 ha Sanctuary Views Estate which is what we will be referring to.
The Township
Lara is a major township in close proximity to Geelong and the Princes Freeway. The township consists of residential and extensive rural residential allotments around its boundary. Agricultural land east, north and west and the Heales Road Industrial Estate to the south that has farmland buffering residential land and  Avalon Airport further east.
Lara is bisected by Hovells Creek and has a strong history of periodic flooding and inundation. 
Lara is known as the “Fire and Flood” town.
Lara’s backdrop is the You Yangs. Its greatest asset is arguably Serendip Sanctuary.
What attracts people to Lara is the rural country town feel.
It’s a community not a drive through town and it is the type of place that families find so very attractive to raise their children. There is a wonderful sense of naturalness, of freedom, of space. The other feature is the strong presence of wide streets and trees. The sugar gums, the peppercorn trees, Hoffmans Walk along Hovells Creek and The Avenue of Honour and all the wildlife and birdlife that reside in these trees sing and chatter all morning and night to delight us all with their presence.
Strategically, Lara Is placed closer to the Melbourne side of Geelong so therefore employment  and commuting location makes this also attractive.
A linear bike/walking track that links Limeburners bay to Serendip and eventually to the You Yangs is a long held vision of City of Greater Geelong.
We recognise that Lara is designated as a growth region in the City of Greater Geelong.
APPROPRIATE DEVELOPMENT IN APPROPRIATE REGIONS
The rural land around Serendip should be developed rurally. This is appropriate.
The town has spoken. Over 660 submissions were delivered to Council.
2410 signatures were presented by John Eren MP to the Legislative Assembly of Victoria in November 2009.
Walk for Serendip/Walk for Lara Public Rally – over 400 residents walked in pouring rain to show their support.
The Public Meeting held at the Lara Bowling Club was a packed house.
Save Serendip no Rezone Facebook site had over 1100 members in 3 weeks.
City of Greater Geelong Councillors support and acknowledge this special region that they have always protected. They support, listened and acted on our concerns.
Our township
Our community
This is our home, our past, present and future.
We represent our members, our community.
We speak on behalf of them and provide a voice and a channel for expression.
We speak for the ones who speak but are not heard. The children of  Lara.
They love the wildlife at Serendip. They are taught the importance of their natural environment, their survival and what they must do to understand and protect it. This is reinforced by the unique education program and facilities at Serendip.
Many a childrens birthday party, family gathering, picnic is held either at Serendip or the You Yangs. The children and families love it, being amongst nature –our home.
We provide a vision of optimism, of hope, empowerment and encourage and educate active participation in our town.
We speak for the wildlife. Their voices cannot be heard. Their story and plight suffers in silence. Sadly so very few understand and know the very threat for survival and likelihood of extinction from an environment under threat.
The people o f Lara are accustomed to protecting our town and unique way of life.
The Point Lilias Toxic Dump, Poultry Farms, Rifle Ranges, Greyhound Centres opposite Serendip and the Jail. Fire and floods – these events bring the community together and so does this.
Lara people are very community minded. They love their home, their way of life, its open space, its country, rural feel.
They love the wildlife.
We see it every day. We live together. We watch, observe, enjoy and help.
We watch hundreds of Ibis, Magpie Geese, Pelicans, Cape Barren fly in and out of  Lara morning and night. Whistling Kites and Hawks circle above.
We listen to the thousands of galahs,parrots and cockatoos, You may have noticed and observed these for yourself as they can be seen throughout Lara in the enormous sugar gums and the major roadsides of Lara and Austin Park.
We speak for our land.
The importance of this sensitive region, wildlife corridor between Brisbane Ranges, You Yangs Regional Park, Serendip Sanctuary, Avalon wetlands, Hovells Creek, Limeburners Bay, Ramsar sites, the whole Bellarine Peninsula with the other noted Ramsar sites that the wildlife  reside in. It all links in together.
This region is internationally recognised. 

The effects and pressure of encroaching development, not only in Lara but the entire Geelong region makes these havens, these sanctuaries, these Regional and National Parks and the rural land that surrounds them crucial for their future.
This was evident when the Black Saturday fires occurred. Huge flocks of yellow crested and large flocks of Black Cockatoos came in to Lara and Serendip and surrounds.
It is not an unusual sight to see the Eastern Grey Kangaroos come as far as the Six Way intersection, Flinders Avenue, Forest Road North, Windermere Road. Kangaroos can be seen at Pineview Estate. During drought residents were leaving out buckets of water for the roos as they grazed on their  front yards, not to mention the rural land.
Protect it for the present and more importantly protect it for their survival in the future.
The effects of prolonged drought and extremities of climate change must be taken in to account.
Extreme weather patterns are witnessed and reported on the news locally and globally every day.
Extreme drought, extreme floods, extreme fire, extreme winds and storms- heat and cold. Projections and forecasting of rising sea levels. We live in times of increasing unpredictability and change.
Careful planning and consideration of these factors must influence planning outcomes.
Council and future planning must be mindful of their Duty of Care to residents purchasing land and building on and near flood prone land.
Lara is listed as a 1-100 year flood region. 
We have had several in the last 30 years. Insurance issues are of concern. Some residents have reported difficulties with coverage and increases in premiums. This can also be applied with fire.
Lara residents unanimously spoke at the Public Meeting and via the submission and petitioning that they wanted the towns infrastructure developed before any more development is considered. 
We are bursting at the seams.
Lara has experienced steady growth over the last decade.
The push for development due to Caddys Road being located only 1km from town, railway and close proximity to schools may appear to be a driving factor but in actual fact the logistics could not be further from the truth.
· On the map the shops and train station may appear to be in close proximity but to walk there it is closer to 2km as you cannot walk through the school grounds to obtain a closer destination point. 

· We are astounded at the statement of the recommendations that the expansion of the shopping centre should be terminated if the Caddys Road rezoning did not occur. This suggestion is also made in relation to “further strategic work” and “other actions”. A recent survey proved that 75% of residents of Lara shopped elsewhere due to the Safeway Supermarket and other local shops that are present being unable to meet the needs of the township and neighbouring towns of Little River, Anakie, Avalon & Lovely Banks. This is further compounded when taking in to consideration the fact that there will be another 800 homes in Lara once the Grand Lakes estate is completed.

To strengthen our argument there is a need for planning to provide for hectare lots to be made available.
Self employed and hobby farms find this lifestyle very attractive and conducive to their livelihood and way of life. Tradespeople require land. Lara has a lot of nurseries based in these small acreage blocks as do families with horses and ponies. You may have observed the Elcho Park Equestrian Centre. There are wonderful facilities that cater for this. This is important for the local region and the economy. 
We commend City of Greater Geelong for protecting their lifestyle and the integrity of the rural landscape.

SERENDIP SANCTUARY
First and foremost, the Sanctuary is that – a sanctuary.  A haven for wildlife to live and breed safely.  It is not a Zoo. It is not surrounded by high electric fencing on its boundary. Most of the wildlife at Serendip are free ranging for all to enjoy in its natural environ.
The fencing and nature of birds having wings to fly freely and spill from the Sanctuary and surrounds should suggest this.
The Woods report calculates and summarises the projected long term development patterns for land adjacent to Serendip. 
The table gives a summary of lot yield, dwelling numbers, population and pet numbers under various land zonings.
	Zoning
	Lots
	Population
	Pets
	*Cars

	RLZ 1.5ha
	24
	69
	48
	48

	*RLZ 1ha

	36 
	104
	72
	72

	Rezoning to Residential  1 Zone
	432
	1244
	864
	864

	*Residential 1 Zone 
	540
	1555
	1080
	1080




* We have included a calculation for 1 hectare lots as the Woods Report caters for 1.5 hectare lots. This also applies to R1Z 540 lots.
*Barwon Water has stated in their submission that this zoning can accommodate  540 house blocks. This calculation  is based on 2.88 people per house lot  2 pets per household . This is also confirmed in the City of Greater Geelong Planning Scheme Amendment C198 Target Density of 15 dwellings per hectare for new developments. 
*We have also included a calculation of cars that is based on 2 cars per house lot this gives an insight of increased traffic flow/congestion to the above development scenarios. This could possibly be a lot higher particularly if a family has adult members who are reliant on cars.
The figures speak a thousand words. What an enormous variation.
It is so hard to comprehend the seen and the unseen.
SUMMARY
In summary this report confirms the importance of retaining the land in its existing Rural Living Zone state for now and always in the future.
To change this land to Residential 1 Zoning sets a dangerous precedent to overturn our rural land to pave the way for a new “Hoppers Crossing”. Woods forecasts the land adjacent to Serendip would cause all existing acreage to be rezoned R1Z to sustain more intensive development whilst jeopardising the livelihood and integrity of the land and the Sanctuary.
* This is exactly what has happened with the latest TGM submission on behalf of multiple landowners in response to the C198 Amendment to rezone the land on the other side of Serendip Creek and beyond from Rural Living to Residential 1 Zoning. The attitude is “well they can do it why can’t I?” This is further compounded by the inaccurate nature of this submission with 4 affected landowners not being in agreeance with this proposal. It is outrageous that there is no proper documentation to substantiate their submission and has caused much grief and anxiety to all affected.
We share Woods concerns that if this was to occur, Serendip would in the long term effectively become an urban park imbedded in an urban matrix.
This scenario, so clearly stated would be a tragedy that words fail to express.
By approving this development you would effectively be endorsing the very extinction of threatened species and the habitat which is the home and haven of our wildlife. 
The educational facilities and successful breeding programs that have given Serendip Sanctuary International recognition would be wasted.
Lara’s greatest asset, Serendip would in time be no longer what it is today. 
The people of Lara and their rural lifestyle would not be what it is today.
Habitat at Serendip
Serendip is one square mile or 227 hectares. Pirra Homestead which is now owned by the proponent, was once part of the rural property originally owned by the pastoral Fairbairn family. This was used for farming and was purchased in 1959 by State Government to developed as a Wildlife Research Station. Since that time the site has been progressively developed through revegetation, construction of wetlands, and wildlife enclosures, and the development of wildlife breeding and management programs.
A number of programs for the captive breeding of threatened bird species have been established and managed over the years. These programs have bred the Critically Endangered Australian Bustard and the Vulnerable Brolga and they continue today. 
THE SANCTUARY IS THE ONLY CAPTIVE BREEDER OF BUSTARDS IN AUSTRALIA AND THE MOST SUCCESSFUL BREEDER OF THIS SPECIES AND THE BROLGA  IN THE COUNTRY. 
Breeding programs for the Vulnerable Magpie Geese and Near Threatened Cape Barren Geese have also been successfully implemented at the Sanctuary and these species have been released in to the wild and have established strong breeding populations at the site. 
In addition to the aim of breeding threatened wildlife the Sanctuarys aim is to re-establish habitat for a variety of free ranging wildlife. Further to this Serendip has been designed to minimise human impacts on its free range animals and captive breeding programs. Serendip has four nature walks of which three are located on the same side of Lake Serendip and its North Arm. The captive wildlife and viewing facilities enable visitors of all ages to appreciate and learn about wildlife and wetland birds at close range.  
The Sanctuary has the following habitat environments ;
· The Wetlands
· The largest is over 30 hectares consisting of Lake Serendip and its North Arm. You may have noticed on your tour that the North Arm of Serendip Sanctuary is currently being reconstructed . It has been drained  to enable works to enhance vegetation and nesting sites damaged by wind erosion.
· Shallow marshes and ponds.
· Open woodlands
· Open grasslands
The North Arm that travels over a levee to the other side of the Lake returns along the same track. The area it affects is along a narrow habitat strip and it only protrudes along the other side of the Lake some 300 metres. This minimises the effect on native animals so that they are never surrounded by visitors and they can move away from visitors a sufficient distance to an area they feel secure. 
This is a very important point to note because the Ecology Australia Report states that :
A- The current level of human activity within the Sanctuary is high- eg 9000 students visit for its Education Program and 30,000 tourists per year, many from overseas.

B- The threshold for general disturbance of wildlife by human activity is unknown. However given the high level of visitation currently occurring it is unlikely that the proposed residential development would significantly elevate current disturbance levels within this area. 

This statement by Ecology Australia is just supposition and no facts have been presented to support it.

Plantings continue today with tens of thousands of trees and shrubs via open seeded plantings at the northern end of Serendip.

Serendip Sanctuary is of very high conservation significance, at State and National level due to the presence of:

· 19 listed endangered threatened or vulnerable species including
· Critically and nationally endangered Australian Bustard
· Critically and nationally endangered Eastern Barred Bandicoot
· 3 endangered , 
· 11 vulnerable and ;
· 4 near threatened species.
·  High diversity  of native bird species (more than 150) 
· A total of 171 species of birds are listed at Serendip
· A number of waterfowl
· The regular use of the site by migratory birds
· The presence of a representative landscape type now RARE in Victoria
· The use of the site for educational and scientific research  and monitoring
· The reservation of the sanctuary under the Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978 for the Study of the Natural Environment.
Many of the birds range more widely than the limits of the Sanctuary itself. Some are nomadic or migratory and reside at the Sanctuary for part of the year following their movement from other parts of their range. Others move regularly outside of the Sanctuary to feed in other suitable habitats such as wetlands or grasslands. Some regularly move outside the Sanctuary to feed .Cape Barren and Magpie Geese for instance are regularly seen “grazing” adjacent to the Sanctuary. Thus the Sanctuary is not only an important habitat in its own right but is also linked in to a complex of habitats in the surrounding region.
Magpie and Cape Barren Geese are not found anywhere else in the region.
What distinguishes Serendip is its collection of both wetland populations and woodland populations which together rival birds in either habitat type elsewhere in the region. 
In view of all of this it is very clear that Serendip Sanctuary is of local, state and national significance. This must be respected and protected to ensure its very existence.
I would like you to note these following points;
· The Ecology Australia Report states that the Biosis Research Report of 2007 did not fully explore the potential impact on Serendip Sanctuary. This comment is surprising given the Biosis Report was prepared amongst other things to address this particular issue.

· Ecology Australia references 22 reports or papers in preparation of their report. 


· Ecology Australia does not reference either of the two reports that Woods prepared. Specifically on the issue of the impacts of urbanisation on native wildlife. 

· Woods goes in to some detail highlighting Australian and international studies that non lethal disturbance caused by humans are similar to predation risk.  Serendip’s Former Team Leader,Michael Helman shares his personal comment that due to human presence this then diverts time and energy from other activities such as feeding, parental care and mating displays. This applies to birds in and out of the Sanctuary.

· Ecology Australia states that predation on native wildlife by domestic cats and dogs is considered to have a low inherent risk given that prohibiting cats and dogs will be implemented within the proposed estate.  

· The Woods report states cats, dogs and foxes can take a toll on bird and wildlife. In Melbourne a study of the diets of foxes, cats and dogs using an urban park in Dandenong revealed the remains of birds in 21% of fox scats and 16% cat scats. It is surprising that Ecology Australia has not detailed any location in Australia where such a prohibition of cats and dogs has been successful.

· We asked Michael Helman about the impact of cats and dogs at Serendip .He advised that it has been an ongoing issue for Serendip for some years and the issue has increased as urbanisation has encroached on the Sanctuary boundary in recent times. Cat trapping and dog catching is a task for staff as is fox baiting. 

· Some years ago 6 female Australian Bustards (Critically Endangered) were discovered dead one morning despite being in an enclosure. The officer in charge at the time of this attack suspected that it was the work of a domestic Australian terrier dog which had been seen on the Sanctuary. The way that the birds were killed was not consistent with cat and fox predatory methods.

· To emphasise to you the importance of the very existence of the plight of Australian Bustard Mike Helman had stated that he believed there were only 20 birds remaining in the Little Desert in Western Victoria. Mike talked about how sensitive the Bustard is to disturbance and this is reflected in their low breeding statistics.

· Serendip has been successful in obtaining a grant to captively breed the Critically Endangered Eastern Barred Bandicoot in this very same enclosure to ensure the species existence. This enclosure is only 400 metres from Windermere Road. It is clear that cats, foxes and dogs are able to access these and other enclosures within Serendip.

· Mr Helman believes that should this subdivision proceed human behaviour being what it is will result over time in residents not abiding by the no cats and dogs covenant and this has the potential to have a major impact on captive and free range animals within and on the verge of Serendip.  This may have a devastating effect on the Sanctuary’s captive breeding programs.

KANGAROOS AT SERENDIP AND SURROUNDING LAND
The kangaroos wellbeing must be addressed as over the years we have witnessed the Eastern Grey Kangaroos from Serendip and the You Yangs travel along roadsides, Hovells Creek and the township. Their plight concerns us all. 
The safety and survival of the kangaroos and motorists is paramount. 
With the worsening of the drought we have been sickened by their suffering with starvation.  This has been documented in recent years with progressive culling. Their very survival must be protected. 
Due to the large numbers of kangaroos being culled this weakens the gene pool jeopardising their future.  The kangaroos are probably the most iconic wildlife that represents Australia. This is what people come to see. The kangaroos roaming freely in their natural habitat, not in an enclosure at a zoo.  This is a huge part of what also makes Serendip so attractive, as do the free ranging emus.
In The Geelong Advertiser on the 6 June 2009 it was reported that contractors over a three week period culled 130 kangaroos.
Prior to this ,on 30 May 2007  a headline “Orphans left after roo cull” hundreds of kangaroos were culled and several joeys left orphaned due to drought. Mr Roberts, Team Leader Serendip Sanctuary states “You may have noticed how many roos have been leaving Serendip in search of food in surrounding paddocks and roadsides.”  Dawn patrols, removal and shooting of roos injured from collisions with motorists were a daily sight on Windermere Road and the surrounding land.
 
The TLC Group have actively campaigned and highlighted concerns to John Eren MP and City of Greater Geelong in the reduction of speed limits  to  60 km and flashing lights to alert motorists at night time of the impending dangers of colliding with mobs of roos that spill from the Sanctuary. This is to prevent tragedy for human and wildlife alike.
It is important that in planning their future and wellbeing  is catered for.
Wildlife corridors where kangaroos and wildlife alike can roam safely is vital.  
A vision that the future development of Lara should accommodate for this . A corridor should be established in between the You Yangs Regional Park and Serendip Sanctuary being in close proximity to one another. The flow on effect from this of course is the rural land opposite Serendip and the importance of the Reserve linking to Hovells Creek. Due to the encroachment of development throughout Lara, wildlife require a haven and land to help balance the never ending dilemma of development versus environment to balance the scales.
OTHER THREATS TO SERENDIP
We note in the Lara Structure Plan a recommendation of an Intermodal Transport Facility in close proximity (within 2 kilometres) to the Sanctuary. There is not a lot of detail with this proposal. We are assuming a 24 hour operation that could affect wildlife patterns due to noise and lighting disturbance. We oppose the location of this intermodal facility. 
 We also oppose the submission by TGM by allegedly 11 landowners in Osterlund Court being on the other side of Serendip.
FIRE
To sustain high density housing in a region that should be listed as high fire threat and within 3 km of You Yangs and in direct line of grass and forestation present at Serendip Sanctuary  and the surrounding farmland is placing our community at greater risk!
 This was highlighted by the Captain of the Lara Fire Brigade in an article that appeared in the Geelong Independant on 11 December 2009.  He highlighted that the 1969 Lara fire tragedy that took the lives of 18 people is recorded as the fastest moving grass and scrub fire in Victoria’s history.” These fires are of particular danger because they move faster than any fires in the bush. It can be at your house within minutes.” 
In a previous article featured in The Geelong Advertiser on 11 December 2008 the Lara CFA Captain also conveyed his concerns with farmers in the region opting against harvesting failed crops, dramatically multiplying potential fire fuel loads.”While the route of a fire would probably be different from the 1969 fires due to the urban build up, the effect where urban and rural zones meet could easily produce a similar disaster. 
Lara has a unique problem caused by the fact that it lies at the end of a wind funnel created by the Brisbane and You Yang ranges. These cause any hot northerlies coming towards Lara from the Balliang plains to speed up as they are pushed through the funnel created by those hills. The wind becomes erratic and much faster making our effort to control a fire much harder.”   “........we would be fighting fire amongst the small farms and houses on the fringe of Lara.”  Concerns were also raised with water access, this would remain a major obstacle. Helicopters used for fire fighting have nowhere to access water from. “Many people in the area have never seen a wildfire and they have no idea how quickly one could descend on Lara from the north” This can leave the town with a false sense of security.
The 1969 fires took 43 homes, the Holy Trinity  Church on the corner of Flinders Avenue and Curletts Road, the Lara Lake Primary School on the other side of town and countless livestock. 
In 1985, the You Yangs Regional Park was alight. A timely change in wind direction saved the Lara township . Those fires destroyed 90% of the You Yangs and the koala population has never recovered.
During the recent Anakie fires Lara was under ember attack.
All of these fires have occurred on hot north, north westerly wind directions. This is where the proposed residential development is located and is in the very forefront of fire threat. The standout feature from the Black Saturday fires to us is the intensity of fire due to the drought and dryness of fuel, the ferocity of heat and wind unexperienced before in our times, people dying from being overwhelmed with heat and asphyxiation. 
 In the instance of fire threat residents fleeing from their homes in high density housing often with limited exit roads, would have difficulty negotiating a way out.  Zero visibility due to smoke increases the likelihood of collision, causing streets to be blocked and people to be trapped, as we witnessed as the horror of the Black Saturday fires unfolded.
We are highlighting this to prevent a catastrophe immeasurable in human and natural terms.
We have raised our concerns over the last few years to John Eren MP and to City of Greater Geelong. We have also addressed this very question to  the regional CFA office without response.
The question is “Why is Lara listed in a low fire danger category when the past and present states otherwise?”.  In our view this defies commonsense. The people of Lara deserve better. How easy it is for people to forget.  
Those 18 souls should never be forgotten.
In complete contradiction of this Lara residents received a letter from Barwon Water dated 23 December 2009 stating :
“A number of townships in Barwon Water’s service region have been classified by the Country Fire Authority (CFA) as being in high fire risk areas.
If you receive this letter, you have a property or reside in one of these areas. It also raised the issue of access to water in the event of a fire. It warned that it may not be possible to maintain water pressure or an uninterrupted supply due to water demand. This occurred in previous fires. Barwon Water encouraged establishing an independent water supply with sufficient storage to protect property.

FLOODING
When you speak to any Lara resident it is always the issue of flood that is foremost in people’s minds. We have all experienced flooding in varying degrees and certainly the older Lara residents will eagerly share their stories with you. 
This region is subject to major flooding.
Serendip Creek links in to Hovells Creek which flows in to the RAMSAR listed Limeburners Bay, Urban pollution and increased stormwater from a development such as that proposed will increase the likelihood of downstream flooding to the Township of Lara and St Laurence Park. (LSP 3.2.1)
St Laurence Park is a large village and hospital for the elderly.
Flooding in much of this area consists of deep fast flowing water, the most damaging type of flooding.
This enormous Increase in storm water has the potential to burst the levee banks in Hovells Creek that protects the township and residential housing. In the last Lara floods a few years ago the water was lapping these levee banks and it was not a major flood, like those experienced in 1973,1983 and 1988, which was the worst on record.
We do note that in the Corangamite submission they are suggesting increasing the height of the levee bank to accommodate the prevention of this scenario. Given the extremity of climate change and extremes in weather patterns is this sufficient? When there is drought there is also flood.
The aerial photo and video footage clearly shows how Lara is affected by flood. 
How can this truly be mitigated? 
Residents adjacent to the land, particularly those in Stryder Court on the southern boundary and  on the Gittins property have experienced much deeper flooding than has been documented in flooding reports, photos substantiate this statement. These were experienced in 1999,2001 and 2005. They were not the major flood years. 
The Kinnersly family in Stryder Court also had their sewerage pits raised due to flood waters in May 2001.
The Gravatt family ,residents of Caddys Road are extremely concerned that they will experience increased flooding in to their home if Caddys Road is altered to accommodate the development.
 Please note we hold grave concerns for the health of both the community and the environment to how sewerage will be safely managed.
To avoid repetition these concerns have been addressed by Barrie Kinnersly and Ken Simons in their presentations to the Panel. As a group we support their concerns with sewerage.
RAMSAR
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999
By law Ramsar sites are protected. They are wetlands of international importance and are protected by Federal Law.  So are threatened species. This must be respected and considered and its impact for the future planning of Lara.

TRAFFIC
We have addressed traffic management in our previous submission. Safety of children and parents is paramount and risks must be minimised. 
Adding to that we suggest a 60km speed limit in front of Serendip Sanctuary to reduce roadkill and increase safety as well as a proper childrens crossing in Windermere Road. 
We also suggest that flashing lights be installed on Windermere Road alerting motorists to kangaroos crossing the road to and from the Sanctuary to prevent injury and loss of life. This also applies to signage to forewarn that you are approaching a wildlife sanctuary and/or regional park.
Proper parking and drop off areas for Lara Primary School is essential and must be expanded and accommodated for future planning.
The linear bike path that begins at Limeburners Bay and runs through to Serendip Creek Reserve we recommend that this continues on Windermere Road northern boundary. Cyclists or pedestrians have the option then to enter Serendip through the main entrance or continue on their journey that is a longheld vision to connect to the You Yangs. Flinders Avenue would be a perfect choice as there is less traffic along this road compared to Forest Road North which has quarry trucks travelling up and down. 
We strongly object to the suggestion of a bike path being present in the 50 metre buffer zone of the land opposite Serendip. 
We also strongly object to the bike path being present within the Sanctuary’s boundaries as has been negotiated with Council and Serendip Sanctuary.

PROPONENT’S SUBMISSION
Contradictory to the developers push for residential housing are the Welcome to Lara signs declaring  “Rural Living at its Best’ , proudly sponsored by the proponent. You may have noticed the lovely photos that show the You Yangs and rural farm land .  
We would like the opportunity to address some of the following statements in the submission for the proponent by Mintie Ellison for C73 & C198:

· In the introductory stage it is stated that the proponent owns the majority of land that is to be rezoned. We would like to state that in all the other documentation it is actually 50%.

· Under strategic context it is also stated under 5b that the north east surrounding land of Serendip is of existing residential development.  It is actually rural residential land that is present and we would like to correct this oversight.


· A requirement for development is stated that future residential development will provide a safe and pleasant living environment for future residents .  We question the word “safe” due to the history of fire in this town as the past has shown. It would be a very unpleasant living environment for future residents due to fire threat and traffic congestion.

· TGM’s submission dated 12 November 2009 on behalf of  the proponent makes the following recommendations;

 Draft Section 173 Agreement 
 
The proponent is requesting that certain amendments are made to accommodate offloading of costs incurred with the construction of the Caddys Road and Windermere Road intersection and the Caddys Road and Flinders Avenue intersection. 

The proponent deems that landowners will ‘benefit’ from the upgrading of these roads.  In regards to the Caddys Road and Flinders Avenue intersection it states that other major landowners will also ‘benefit’ from upgrading this intersection. Does this mean this includes the residential houses near this intersection? What about the residents in Flinders Avenue near this intersection?

 The rights of residents must be protected. 

The landowners who oppose this development should not have to contribute to the offloading of developer’s costs. This road is being changed to accommodate increased traffic flow from the proposed development. Why should anyone other than the developers pay?  Who is benefitting here?

There is also a recommendation that legal costs be determined on a land percentage apportionment for each landowner subject to the agreement.
TLC Group objects to this recommendation for reasons already stated.

Whilst on this subject of contribution costs we note in the City of Greater Geelong presentation for this Panel hearing it states;

The S173 Agreement indicates that the Flinders Avenue and Windermere Road intersection will be met by the owners of 195 Flinders Avenue, being the Cooks property. It is stated that because they own a significant land parcel in the eastern part of the rezoning area it should be considered that they should bear the cost. Again we strongly object to this proposal for the reasons stated above.

Regardless of development outcomes in summary residents rights in regards to contribution costs must be protected.


Rural Residential Development Guidelines Ministers Direction No 6 (under Section 12, of the Planning and Environment Act 1987).
With housing analysis it is important that planning take in to consideration the choice and diversity including a realistic mix of lot size. 
Lara, being a rural town, the Lara Structure Plan is not reflective of this mix. It is predominantly high density due to the pressure of being a designated growth region and of course, the push of  the developers.
The protection of natural resources is a State Planning policy and is of fundamental importance to local and state economies. Rural residential development should be located in areas where any adverse impact on the environment, native vegetation and biodiversity is avoided. 
Apart from the assessment of local features it states the following matters should be considered relevant.
· Fire hazard
· Flood propensity
· Incidence of land salinity(there is evidence on Serendip Creek Reserve)
· Appropriate riparian corridors and vegetation buffers along waterways


The land management plan should address 
· Protection and enhancement of waterways
· Domestic feral animal control
· Protection of areas of environmental significance
· Fire protection measures
Has this proposal met the potential impacts on adjoining and nearby land?
It states the rural residential development should not be provided on land that is 
· Within 500 metres of State Park unless DSE agrees to a lesser distance
· Located in close proximity to public land that is of environmental significance, including land that is fire prone. 
· The width and nature of the buffer will vary due to the following circumstances. Buffer zones/land management should address issues such as fire amenity, pest, plants, animals, drainage and access
In summary, does the proposed development meet these guidelines outlined in the Ministers Direction No 6  of  Residential and Rural Development?

Buffer Zone
The recommendation of a 50 metre buffer from the Sanctuarys boundary is pathetic.
What was once a 200 metre boundary/buffer has been eroded to a paltry 50 metre buffer, a huge contrast. The proponents and other landowners push for reduced buffer especially in front of the proponent owned Pirra Homestead. This is nothing more than a thrust for maximum land usage and profiteering. If the land was developed rurally this would not be required.
What will a 50 metre buffer really achieve? 
Will it keep cats and dogs from the Sanctuary? More importantly will the wildlife use such a small buffer?
Whatever the outcome Serendip Sanctuary must first and foremost be protected and buffered by rural land for the present and the future.

Serendip Creek Reserve
TLC Group in partnership with COGG 6 years ago established  the Adopt a Park program on the Serendip Creek Reserve.
We recognised the importance of providing a complimentary planting program to Serendip Sanctuary as we could see  the wildlife “spill” from the Sanctuary.  Trevor Pescott  from the Geelong Field Naturalist Club  designed a plan for this reserve to compliment the wildlife and provide flora in an open grassland environment to enable the wildlife to graze and for residents to enjoy and observe their natural surroundings.
Every year we have actively participated in the Planet Ark National Tree Day. Over the years we have planted thousands of indigenous trees and shrubs. These have been watered and maintained by the Group whilst COGG mow and attend to weed management.
Scout and Guide groups have participated .Last year Greening Australia as part of Limeburners Link, a partnership between Shell Refinery and the City of Greater Geelong have held environmental activity days on this site with Lara and St Anthonys Primary Schools. Their objectives are to 
· Raise awareness of Limeburners Bay, a Ramsar wetland downstream of the site and how activities upstream can impact on the wetland
· Educate students on the habitat and biodiversity values and environmental threats to these values
· Contribute to the enhancement of Serendip Creek through students revegetation
· Instil a sense of ownership in the students of this site and their broader environment including Limeburners Bay
In preparation for this students propagated their own plants from seedlings and fostered their growth.
Please note the Ecology and previous Biosis Reports did not highlight thoroughly this environmentally important link to the wetland and Ramsar site at Limeburners Bay.
In regards to the 10% donation of land contribution by the proponent we would like to make the following suggestions. 
Donation of land to adjoin the Serendip Creek Reserve should be recommended. COGG notes in their presentation that due to this reserve being Urban Floodway Zoning they do not consider this appropriate. 
We feel the benefits of donation would widen the Reserve and wildlife corridor  and prevent development nearer to this Urban Flood Zone.
If Council will not cater for this then could the 10% land donation be added to the buffer ?
The idea of a playground/ BBQ facilities in the Reserve is completely inappropriate due to periodic flooding and would be a waste of resources.
A suggested playground could be at the PineView Estate Reserve. It has higher ground and table and chairs already present. It overlooks Serendip Creek Reserve. It is readily accessible for the public.
Acreage development does not need to cater for playground and recreational uses.
OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS
Education is paramount for the future development of this land. Future residents and development must reflect this by

· Mixture of indigenous species recommended for growing on residents land to provide complimentary habitat ( education for “Land for Wildlife”)
· Non flammable trees to reduce fuel load
· Pet management
· Noise and lighting
· Extra water tanks encouraged for self sufficiency and fire protection

OTHER PLANNING ISSUES RELATING TO THE LARA STRUCTURE PLAN

The standout feature to us is the push by the proponent of the shortage of land in Lara. The City of Greater Geelong state otherwise that there is a 20 year lot supply for Lara’s future that more than meets State Government requirements as  a designated growth corridor. 
The land to the west owned by the Spaldings and Wilks families provides for this long term growth. Due to the many complexities of  expanding the Lara Shopping Centre for short term gain the TLC Group recommends that a large scale shopping centre, primary school, childcare facilities, additional kindergarten and medical facilities could all be met for the town that is so desperately in need of upgrading of infrastructure and also  for the outlying country towns that  rely on our facilities.
In our previous submission we addressed concerns of increased traffic congestion around the present Lara Shopping Centre due to it’s close proximity to the railway crossing and emergency services being Ambulance and  Fire Brigade. In the event of emergency these vehicles at present and in the future can be blocked due to traffic congestion at the roundabout on Mill Road/Station Lake and Walkers Roads.
The expansion of the shopping centre at Centreway will jeopardise Austin Park in its current form. Austin Park was a gift to the community of Lara by the pioneering Austin family. 
This must remain as a public space in its entirety.  
The sugar gum trees that line Station Lake Road opposite Austin Park must also remain due to the prolific birdlife that they house and the character and streetscape is what gives Lara its beauty. Some of these trees are unstable due to previous coppicing methods.* Please note recommendations in the previous submission for suggested plantings.
Industrial Land
In one of the submissions we note that there is a push to develop the 1 kilometre buffer that protects industrial land and residential land.  This must not be entertained under any circumstances. Industry must be protected. Residents must be protected. Its as simple as that. 
Intermodal Transport Facility
We note that this facility is to be placed on rural land in close proximity to Serendip Sanctuary, as you know, we oppose this.
We are unsure of the nature of this facility as it does not give a proper picture so we can only assume that this facility will be a 24 hour operation to cater for the needs for storage and transport with rail, road and direct linkage to Avalon Airport.
 May we suggest that more appropriate planning to cater for this would be the Heales Road Estate. As stated in the Lara Structure Plan there are enormous plans to expand the Heales Road Estate which already houses many transport companies.  It has rail facilities present already and has direct linkages to the Ring Road and Princes Freeway. Trucks and train can easily access these and by pass the township. This will also minimise noise pollution and protect industry, so vital for our economy.
 We feel it is very poor planning and a gross oversight to place this transport facility in rural land in close proximity to residents and the Sanctuary. Imagine the transportation congestion and safety issues this would create. It may appear closer to the airport on paper but with more careful planning and consideration this could be easily overcome. 
Another site to suggest is possible linkage near industrial land in School Road Corio (near the Corio Train Station).

CONCLUSION
In conclusion we are a Care Group. We care for our home, our land, our wildlife. We care for our childrens future and their childrens future. We care for the very existence of our wildlife, our waterways, the environment. We have no self interest. 
Lara says NO to residential housing opposite Serendip Sanctuary.  This is very clear. This must be respected.
Keep our rural land rural and protect residents land and integrity of lifestyle for now and the future.
There is no shortfall of land in Lara therefore there is no need to sustain residential development opposite Serendip Sanctuary.
Protect Serendip, Protect Lara.
 I hope I have conveyed to you today the uniqueness of Lara in all its many facets.   I thank you for your time and attention in listening to our story.












 










