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BIGGEST BACKLASH IN GEELONG COUNCIL HISTORY – RESIDENTS OPPOSITION TO INAPPROPRIATE DEVELOPMENT OPPOSITE SERENDIP SANCTUARY IGNORED
Lara residents witnessed the division in views and voting on Tuesday 12 April 2011 with City of Greater Geelong  Councillors approving the C73 Amendment/Caddys Road application to rezone rural land directly opposite Serendip Sanctuary to Residential 1 Zoning to allow 380+ houses in a high density development known as the Sanctuary Views Estate. This is despite the fact that Council had received overwhelming and unprecedented opposition to this development from the people of Lara  for the past 8 years;

· 2410 signatures presented at the Legislative Assembly of Victoria,

· 670 submissions to Council

· 2 public meetings with hundreds of residents present

· Public Rally "Walk for Serendip"..over 400 residents present.

· Facebook site. Save Serendip..No Rezone over 1100 members.

To rezone this land sets a dangerous precedent for open slather development that places the very SURVIVAL of our wildlife at risk. Consequently, Serendip will become "an urban park in an urban matrix" instead of the sanctuary which is internationally recognised for successfully breeding captive species such as Brolga, Musk Duck, Australian Bustard and now the EASTERN BARRED BANDICOOT which is on the brink of EXTINCTION. Numerous free ranging wildlife like the Cape Barren ,Magpie Geese and Eastern Grey kangaroos breed here and spill over on to the rural land surrounding the Sanctuary that is also only 2 km from You Yangs Regional Park. This is an important wildlife corridor.  High density housing opposite the Sanctuary also brings increased numbers of cats and dogs and an increase in fox population due to urbanization.

The Wood Report, (an independent report organized by Parks Vic and not referenced to at either of the Independent Panel hearings by D.S.E) forecast this outlook if high density housing was approved
on the land opposite Serendip Sanctuary.
Who is there to protect our wildlife?

Who is there to protect the people from the heartache of inappropriate development? 

What has been done cannot be undone.

It is very clear that the City of Greater Geelong Council will develop land ANYWHERE irrespective of natural assets such as Serendip Sanctuary and You Yangs Regional Park not to mention the Ramsar listed Limeburners Bay and Avalon that directly link these wildlife corridors. 

The City of Greater Geelong Council will also allow development regardless of MAJOR flood and fire threat as experienced in the past and present.  City of Greater Geelong Council have also acknowledged that Lara is sadly lacking in INFRASTRUCTURE. Infrastructure that does not cater for the existing population. 

Lara prepared for WILDFIRE THREAT this past summer where the proposed development is located! The 1969 Lara fire tragedy that took the lives of 18 people is recorded as the fastest moving grass and scrub fire in Victoria’s history. CFA have approved this development yet residents believe that it is a potential death trap. 

This summer we experienced moderate flooding (twice)that still successfully cut off roads in many parts of Lara and indeed directly opposite THE PROPOSED development where it is recorded that" the most dangerous, fast flowing floodwater occurs"(Lara Structure Plan). 

Given the extremity of flooding that we are experiencing throughout Australia and indeed Victoria why is Council neglecting their Duty of Care and placing Lara residents at further risk?
Careful and balanced planning is required for us all by Local and State Government. Lara residents recognize that Lara is designated as growth region in the City of Greater Geelong. To the west of Lara close to 30 years lot supply is available for Lara’s future development needs. Lara residents say appropriate development is needed in appropriate regions.

Our natural assets must always be protected for us all and for our childrens future and the very existence of our wildlife.

Geelong Council’s decision does not reflect this vision!
A deeply disturbing outcome that will impact the lives of so many not to mention the families forced off their land!
We appeal to our State Government to intervene and overrule the City of Greater Geelong Council’s decision and request that the C73 Amendment is abandoned.
PROTECT SERENDIP SANCTUARY AND PROTECT LARA FROM INAPPROPRIATE DEVELOPMENT
Sheryl Goatman

Spokesperson for the Township of Lara Care Group Inc and the residents of Lara
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